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[2019-2020 Annual Budget report – Public submission summary

No. Submission received Officer’s response Amended – Y/N

1 I disagree with differential rates. Property owners who 
choose to rent out their house in the Town are 
providing an opportunity for others to live in the town. 
I don’t think we should charge them more for this. 

Submission opposing differential rates is noted.  
However, the non-residential differential rates 
category relates to business and commercial (non-
residential) properties and not rental property.

N

2 I do not agree with differential rating or the minimum 
rating charge.

Rates charges should not increase each year on prior 
years as is the current practice. For too long the rates 
have just been increasing  each year and 
funding  various  non essential works continues to 
escalate   - paid for by the rate payers - 
events/festivals /art work/pretty street signs etc'.

If the Town refocussed on providing its traditional 
services there could be considerable savings.

The annual rates charge is a significant expense to 
most people in the  Town and the Town should be 
containing its the costs not just seeking a mechanism 
to grow its rates base

Submission noted.  The submission identifies 
events/festivals /art work/pretty street signs etc as 
non-essential and an area for considerable savings.

The Town is mindful of the impact that annual rate 
notices have on the community.  However, the Town 
is also mindful of the needs of the community 
informed by the Strategic Community Plan.

The draft Budget seeks to balance the needs and 
expectations of the wider community and the cost 
of delivering services.  

N

3 Our rates have continued to go up over the years I 
have been here based on the rental values for 
residential but this is not the case. I have seen the 
property rental values as well as the property prices 

Submission noted.  The Town is mindful of the 
impact of rate rises on the community and the draft 
Budget seeks to balance the needs of the 

N

2 of 152



plunge in this time. I am hoping that our rates go 
down or at least stay the same due to the depressed 
markets caused by our economy and the over supply 
of apartments in the area. 

community and the cost of delivering services.  

4 Happy with the differential rates. Support is noted. N

5 I am sick of my rates going towards the ever 
increasing staff cost. The FBT alone of $400 000 is an 
indicator that wages costs and perks are getting out of 
hand at this council, while pushing the CEO's 
renumeration into an ever increasing bracket. To what 
benefit to the community? Most staff are "fly in's" who 
do not live in the local community and therefore do 
not have to bear the brunt of their decisions. It's time 
our elected members said NO MORE. The rate of 
increase should be in line with the rate of inflation and 
not a percent more. Enough is enough. And why are 
we subsidising the country's most cash rich football 
club? The poor ratepayer is hit with a treble whammy 
with this deal, contributing on a local, state and 
federal level. 

Submission opposing rates rise is noted.

The recommended increase in Employee costs from 
the 2018/19 Budget is ~2%   

6 I have no problem with differential rates for residents 
and non-residents. Indeed, I would like to see the 
Council adopt this as a general principle for its 
charges. For example, although our parking meters do 
not require you to put a licence plate number in yet, 
such parking meters exist, and it would be a simple 
matter for the Council to charge higher rates for street 
parking for cars that do not belong to Town of Vic 
Park residents than to those that do. With a bit of 

Submission noted.  However, similar to submission 
1, the non-residential differential category relates to 
business and commercial (non-residential) 
properties and not rental property.

Discounts and other incentives for residents is not 
relevant to diferential rates.

N
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thought, there are doubtless other opportunities to 
provide discounts to residents of the Town for things 
they consume in the Town. However, if a person has 
both a main residence and another property in the 
Town, they should pay the same lower rate on each 
one and not just on the primary residence. The same is 
true for any non-residential property a resident of the 
Town happens to own in the Town. To do otherwise 
would provide a disincentive for residents to invest in 
their Town, and reduce an obvious opportunity to 
promote local economic development. 

7 I feel another annual increase of rates without any 
effort to reduce costs is not acceptable. Also loading a 
higher rate onto business when we actually receiver 
less services from the Town is also not fair or 
equitable. I have a 62 square meter shop and pay a 
similar amount to my in-laws who live on a 1012 
square meter block. The economy is not doing well, 
retail is awful, we had to endure months of disruption 
from the water pipes with more disruption to come 
when the road is resurfaced and yet you expect us to 
just stump up even more rates so you can run courses 
for people to learn how to start a food business to 
compete with your rate payers. This administration 
need to take a long hard look at themselves and 
remember why they exist. You do not have a mandate 
for many of the things you choose to waste rate 
payers funds on. Next time you are in Subiaco take a 
good look around at what a ghost town it has 

Submission is noted.  

The Town regularly undertakes service reviews 
across the organisation to ensure service levels are 
aligned with Community expectaions, recent 
reviews have identified and delivered savings.

N
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become, because that is what you are going to create 
in Vic Park if you continue in this manner. 
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