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Street verges account for a surprising
amount of land within our Town and

play an important role allowing room for
public services such as water and power,
increasing public space, providing a

food source and habitat for wildlife, and
connecting the streetscape.

The Town's mission is to be creative, attractive, friendly and
environmentally sustainable and aware of the changing environment

in which we work, live and recreate. To help achieve this, the Town
encourages verge landscaping which is 'waterwise, aesthetically pleasing
and reflective of the natural heritage environment of the Town.

The majority of the Town's verges are irrigated lawn and, while
water-efficient turf will be the minimum standard (there are several new
varieties available), attractive, user-friendly verges can be created with
planted designs.

The Town's preferences for plant varieties are for those which are
waterwise, reduce the need for fertilisers, provide a habitat for birds and
insects, and include indigenous (local) plants. Planted verges can help
develop the Town's individual character and form a sense of place.

This guide is intended for Town of Victoria Park residents and developers
wanting to install or upgrade verges. The information enclosed is provided
in good faith by the Town as a general guide. For advice on your individual
situation please contact the Town on 9311 8111.

The Town is responsible for ownership in relation to verges by

street trees, approving verge property owners. Maintenance of
landscaping proposals and the verge is generally the property
enforcing verge requirements in owner’s responsibility. The choice
the case of hazardous or unsuitable  of what to do with your verge is
installations in accordance with yours, provided it meets the
the relevant local laws. Town's requirements and all verge
The Town encourages a level of landscaping treatments have
approval.

The Town's requirements for verge landscaping treatments include:

no plant is to be more than
750mm when mature, or of
hazardous nature (eg. thorny
or poisonous);

the general level and grade of
the verge is not to be altered;

all irrigation pipework and
associated fittings are to be
laid at a depth of not more than
300mm, nor less than 150mm,
below ground level

paving material (pavers only)

is limited to 25% of the verge
area, excluding the crossover,
and, if used, is to be integrated
into the soft landscaping so

as not to provide an area for
vehicle parking; mulch material;

artificial turf or synthetic grass existing street trees are to be
is not permitted as a verge protected and not to be pruned

mulch is to be woodchips
or large-particle vegetative

treatment;

loose pea gravel, crushed brick
or other stone aggregates are
generally not permitted as
verge treatments;

the verge treatment is not to
impede pedestrian access;

or interfered with in any way
without approval from the
Town; and

for verges without a footpath,
all verge treatments are to be
set back 1.5m from the road
frontage (see page 15).



What are the Town requirements? (continued)

Installing verge plantings or
treatments of any type (except

for natural lawns) requires
permission from the Town so

that we can ensure that designs
are not hazardous and do not
interfere with pedestrian safety or
motorists’ line-of-sight.

Please complete and submit the
Verge Landscaping Installation
Request Form (see page 15) prior
to undertaking any works.

Officers are available for
assistance and there is no
application fee.

Remember: Decorative items such as
children’s play equipment, garden
ornaments, rockeries, etc. will
generally not be permitted.

Quick Guide to Verge Landscaping Treatments

Acceptable Material Unacceptable Material

Brick, tactile or decorative paving to
25% of the area excluding crossover

Any treatments which encroach
on to the road

Compacted, fixed permeable materials
as above, e.g. aggregate, gravel,
limestone

Artificial or synthetic turf

Edging, finishing flush with ground
level and kerb

Bollards, kerbing, garden stakes or
physical barriers above ground level

Groundcovers and shrubsto a
maximum mature height of 0.75m

Children’s play equipment

Irrigation systems installed at or
below ground level

Garden ornaments

Large particle bark chip or vegetative
mulch, finishing flush with kerb

Hazardous, poisonous or thorny plants,
or parts of plants

Local native plant speciesto a
maximum mature height of 0.75m

Irrigation parts installed above
ground level

Street furniture
e.g. seating, litter bins

Loose materials, e.g. pea gravel,
crushed brick or stone aggregate

Turf

Mounding or trenching of soil
or other materials

Vegetable garden

Rockeries

Waterwise plant species

Walls or built structures

Town of Victoria Park — Your Street Verge

Landscaping considerations:

Verge designs can be imaginative and add value to your home

Choosing waterwise plants reduces the need for irrigation and saves
money. Visit www.watercorporation.com.au or page 8- 13 in this
booklet for information on waterwise plants

Don't limit your choice of plants — local native plants can look unique
and stunning planted in a properly designed format.

Local native plants require much less fertiliser than non-native or exotic
plants as they are adapted to our low-nutrient conditions. Fertilising
once a year with a native fertiliser is sufficient.

Native plants can be pruned similarly to common landscaping plants to
maintain a desired shape and promote new growth.

Artificial or synthetic turf is not permitted.

Allocate room on your verge for your waste and recycling bins.

Handy hint: Before planting, place your potted plants in the positions you would like them

—you can then see how the arrangement will look before placing them in the ground.

Where can | see a demonstration verge?

The Town has installed a demonstration verge at 199 Star Street
Welshpool, outside the Town's Operations Depot for your viewing and
consideration.

Sustainable Landscaping Guide



Verge design examples

© Copyright Town of Victoria Park 2006. These scaled designs are available for CROSSOVER IIEE%VYEOSU%ACE MULCH STREET TREE FOOTPATH
resident use — please call 9311 8111.

WASTE BINS

1. Shrub and groundcover surrounding an existing street tree

2. Hopscotch shrubbery with groundcovers

\«

OVER —
N s~

3. A native knot garden

4. Hedge with groundcover and waterwise lawn

Plants recommended for Verge use Note: annuals are not recommended
LEAVE SPACE  Rass OR

The following lists of plants recommended by the Town are all selected to CROSSOVER  FOR YOUR

grow to less than 0.75m in height. However, growth habits of plants will WASTE BINS  GROUND COYEF
vary with soil condition and irrigation, therefore some may require pruning
to remain below the 0.75m height required for motorists line of sight on
verges.

STREET TREE SHRUBS FOOTPATH

The Town strongly encourages the use of local Western Australian plants
over plants from other states and exotic species. STREET

Using the following plant tables

Choose the plants which have the most stars for a waterwise, local native CROSSOVER  FouED AREA. o SINGLE ROW PAVING FOOTPATH
planting scheme.

Information is from various wholesale, retail and revegetation nursery
price lists, stock lists, catalogues, websites and vegetation surveys from
Kensington Bushland.

SHRUBS

Further information can be found at the Department of Environment and STREET
Conservation’s Florabase website www.florabase.dec.wa.gov.au and the
Water Corporation’s website www.watercorporation.com.au

LEAVE SPACE FOR

YOUR WASTE BINS FOOTPATH or 1.5m PEDESTRIAN AREA

The following plants are examples of suitable plants for Town of Victoria
Park gardens, and this is not intended to be a restrictive or exclusive list.

CROSSOVER
4. B 3.5m

an ‘

STREET PAVING STRIP
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Plant tables

Table legend

HxW

Average height and width
or spread of particular plant,
in metres

Supplier

A =Apace
B =Benara
D =Domus

E = Environmental
Management Systems

L = Lullfitz
M = Muchea Tree Farm

Me = Men of the Trees,
Fremantle

Z =Zanthorrea

Town of Victoria Park Local Native Plants

Botanic name Common name

Flowers

Supplier

Origin

0.75m height and less

Note: Some of these nurseries are
wholesale supply only, though
their stock is generally seasonally
available at many metropolitan
retail nurseries

Flowers

colour; season

Origin

VP = Victoria Park

WA = Western Australia
Aus = Australia

E = Exotic/other countries

Dry

Indication of drought
tolerance based on plant’s
origin

*** = excellent

** = very good

*=good

Type

A =annual

Cl = climber

HP = herbaceous perennial
Sh =shrub

Local Supplier — Carlisle Soil Yard
14 Downing Street, Carlisle WA 6101
Ph: 93612177

Soils, mulches, blocks, compost,
excavator & bobcat work.

Acacia Narrow-winged ) ) > %% . :

stenoptera wattle t0 0.7m EMe Crm-yllw, au-sp VP Sh Scrambling shrub with creamy yellow ball flowers
vAv(i:I?c;;elezowiana Grass wattle t0 0.6m E Wht-crm, au-sp VP *¥** Sh  Slender shrub with deep yellow ball-like flowers
Austrostipa ) xx . )

semibarbata Bearded spear grass  0.5x0.5m A Grn-prpl, sp VP HP  Tufted grass with green-purple flower heads
Bossiaea Brwn-yllw, xx . ) )

eriocarpa Common brownpea  0.6x0.6m AL W-sp VP Sh  Spreading, yellow-brown-red pea shaped flowers
Calytrixangulata Yellow starflower 0.4x0.4m AL Yllw, sp VP Hxx Sh  Fine foliage, yellow-cream flowers. Some shade
Conostylis . . ABEL X Strap-leafed, clusters of bell-shaped

aculeata Prickly conostylis t0 0.5m M Me Z Ylliw, sp VP HP vellow flowers

Conostylis aurea  Golden conostylis t0 0.4m L Yliw, sp VP *** HP Tufted, green strappy foliage, yellow flowers
Dampiera linearis Common dampiera t0 0.6m BLZ Blu, w-sp VP FE* HP  Suckering, spreading, loose heads of blue flowers
Eg;qdp%g:ﬁ;a Native wisteria climber I\A/I E/I?eli Blu-prpl,w-sp VP ***  Sh/Cl Twiner, divided green foliage, purple-blue flowers
Hibbertia Stalked guinea ) xx Spreading shrub, greyish foliage and

racemosa flower il L Viiw, w-sp VP sh yellow flowers

Hovea trisperma  Common hovea t0 0.7m I\I>I/IeEZ Prpl-blu, w-sp VP Hxx Sh SE:;Z?;\?JL% brilliant purple-blue pea

Kennedia Scarlet runner Prostrate ABEL Red, au-sp VP HHX Sh  Slender pale green twiner with scarlet blooms
prostrata M Me Z !

Laxmannia P ; ;

squarrosa t00.1m A Wht, sp VP HP  Tufted grass with sprays of small white flowers
Neurachne . ~ *x% i R

alopecuroidea Foxtail mulga grass t0 0.5m AL Grn-wht, sp VP HP  Tufted grass with fluffy green-grey flower heads
Opercularia Spreading-upright, round green-yellow

vaginata Dog weed t0 0.4m A Grn-yllw, w-sp VP HHX Sh flower heads

Patersonia ) cxx Strap-leaved, tufted plant with purple iris
occidentalis Purple flag t0 0.4m ABLZ Prpl, sp-su VP HP like flowers

Philotheca i ) e Dainty shrub, fine foliage, star-shaped

spicata Pepper and salt to 0.6m ALZ Pnk-blu, w-sp VP Sh waxy flowers

Rytidosperma Ringed wallaby grass  0.5x 0.5m A Sp-su VP xx HP Tufted perennial grass, purple-green-grey

caespitosum

flowers

Town of Victoria Park — Your Street Verge
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Shrubs and Groundcover Plants

Botanic name

Common name

0.75m height and less

HxW (m)

Supplier

Flowers Origin

Dry

Acacia lasiocarpa Sand heath wattle 0.5x 1m ABLZ Yllw, w-sp WA *** Sh  Matforming, lime green foliage, fluffy gold flowers
e S N Resistant to psyllids, green, pink-bronze
Acmena smithii ‘Allyn Magic Allyn Magic lilly pilly 0.5x0.5m Bz Wht, su au A * Sh new growth
Adenanthos meisneri Prostrate woolly bush 0.5x2m BDLZ Red, sp-su WA  ** sh  Grey-green foliage, red-mauve flowers
attract birds
. - Southern blechnum ) ) ox Phosphorous sensitive, large flowers at
Banksia blechnifolia banksia 0.5x3-4m DLZ Red-pnk, crm,sp WA Sh ground level
B Phosphorous sensitive, suckering,
Banksia nivea Couch honeypot 0.3x1m AL Yllw-orng, sp-su ~ WA ** Sh red-brown flowers
: . . . Matthew Flinders : % Coastal, suit hedging, green foliage with
Callistemon ‘Matthew Flinders bottlebrush 0.75x0.5m BZ Red, w-sp A Sh red flowers
Dampiera teres Terete-leaved dampiera t0 0.6m LMZ Blu/prpl, sp WA x* Sh E:re:/uﬁg:lclj;uckermg shrub, purple flowers,
. - ) % Grey-blue foliage with dense deep red
Darwinia oldfieldii 0.5x1m LZ Red, w-sp WA * Sh flower heads
Gastrolobium praemorsum Purpurea 0.6x1m DL Red-grn, sp WA ** Sh  Prostrate shrub, burgundy foliage, red pea flowers
Grevillea bipinnatifida prostrate  Fuchsia grevillea 0.2x1m Lz Red, w-sp WA x* Sh Bird attracting orange-red flowers and fine
green foliage
Grevillea obtusifolia ‘Gingin . L ) %% Weed suppressing growth, arching stems,
Gem'’ Grevillea Gingin Gem 0.25x3m BLZ Red, w-sp WA Sh red flowers
Grevillea preissii ‘Sea Spray’ Grevillea Sea Spray 0.5x3m BLZ Red, w-sp WA ** Sh Arching stems of grey-green foliage and
red flowers
Grevillea thelemanniana Spider net grevillea 0.3x1m BLZ Red, w-sp WA x* Sh Dark green foliage, cascading branches,
red flowers
: xx Spreading and suckering, stiff leaves,
Hemiandra pungens Snakebush 0.3x1m ABLZ Mve, su WA Sh mauve flowers
Jacksonia sericea Waldjumi 0.6x1m A Me Orng, sp/su WA ** Sh  Low densely spreading shrub, orange pea flowers
. . ) ox Shortlived 3-6yrs, grey green leaf,
Lechenaultia formosa Red leschenaultia 0.3x0.4m LZ Orng, sp-w WA Sh orange-red flowers
Olearia lanuginosa ‘Ghost Town" Qlearia Ghost Town 0.7x1m BD Wht, su-au WA ** Sh  Striking silver-grey foliage, inconspicuous flowers
ELTiiégaferruginea ‘Bonne Pink rice flower 0.7x0.7m BL Pnk, sp WA ** Sh  Shiny green foliage, pink flower heads, hardy
Scaevola albida ‘Mauve ) Heavy flowering in autumn, spreading
Clusters’ Scaevola Mauve Clusters 0.2x1.2m BZ Mve, sp-su A * Sh groundcover
Scaevola ‘Blue Print’ Scaevola Blue Print 0.25x0.6m BD Lav-blu, rpt WA ** Sh  Shortlived 2-4yrs, trailing mound forming plant
’TShurg(E,):r??v?e saxicola Thryptomene Supernova 0.7x 1.5m BL Wht, au-w WA ** Sh  Cascading form, tiny leaves, dainty pink flowers
10 Town of Victoria Park — Your Street Verge Sustainable Landscaping Guide 1



Grass-Leaved or Strap-Leaved Plants

0.75m height and less

Botanic name

Common name

Flowers

Supplier

Origin

Dry

Pot or garden, tufted, green strappy foliage,

Anigozanthos ‘Bush Ballad’ Bush Ballad kangaroo paw 0.6 x0.5m BD Red, sp-w A * HP red flowers
. . - ; ) ) * Disease tolerant, green foliage,

Anigozanthos ‘Bush Blitz Bush Blitz kangaroo paw 0.7x0.5m B Orng-burg, sp-au A HP burgundy-orange flowers
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Pearl’ Bush Pearl kangaroo paw 0.5x0.4m BD Pink, sp-w A * HP ES;S; ?)?r:l((i?lr;'vf/léfrt:d' strappy foliage,
Anigozanthos ‘Bush Pizzazz’ Bush Pizzazz kangaroo paw 0.7 x0.8m BD Mgnta, sp-w A * HP sgésrn?:grgﬁ?é wof‘t,\elzgr,sstrap foliage,
Arthropodium cirratum Renga lily 0.5x0.5m B Wht, sp-su E * HP  Shade, watch for snails, green-grey foliage
Burchardia multiflora Dwarf burchardia 0.3x0.3m A Pnk-wht, w-sp WA ** HP  Bulb, narrow foliage, white summer flowers
Carex petriei Rusty carex 0.3x0.2m B Brwn, su E * HP  Fine, arching coppery red-brown foliage
Carex testacea Orange sedge 0.4x0.6m B Brwn, su E * HP  Fine arching, olive green-orange yellow foliage
Conostylis candicans Grey cottonheads 0.4x04m AELMMeZ Yllw, w-sp WA ** HP g{ﬁgg&au‘)tggr]}?iléasge’ yellow flawers
Dianella caerulea ‘Breeze’ Dianella Breeze 0.6 x0.6m B Blu, sp A * HP  Some shade, dark green foliage, purple berries
Dianella caerulea ‘Little Jess’ Dianella Little Jess 0.3x0.3m B Blu-prpl, sp A * HP  Some shade, glossy green foliage, purple berries

: . , . % Some shade, bronze-purple foliage, dark
Dianella tasmanica ‘Blaze Dianella Blaze 0.4x0.4m B Blu, sp A HP purple berries
Lepidosperma squamatum Sticky sword sedge 0.15x Tm B Brwn, au-sp WA ** HP ﬁgs\fgr_ﬁgggg glossy green leaves, brown
Liriope muscari ‘Just Right’ Liriope Just Right 0.5x0.5m B Wht-prpl, su E * HP  Sterile compact variety, some shade, hardy
‘Lsogasr;ggae'confertlfolla Seascape lomandra 0.5x0.7m B Yllw, su A ** HP  Mound forming blue-grey foliage, non-invasive
\L/\(/);T:/Zr,]dra cylindrica ‘Lime Lime Wave lomandra 0.6x0.6m B Yllw, sp-su A ** HP  Cascading lime green foliage, mass plant
Ophiopogon japonicus Mondo grass 0.2x0.4m B Wht mve, suw E * HP Some shade, glossy green foliage, tiny flowers,

purple berry
Ophiopogon japonicus nanus Dwarf mondo grass 0.1x0.2m B Wht mve, suw E * HP glcj):l;)?esg:ﬁi,glossy green foliage, tiny flowers,
Orthrosanthus laxus Morning iris 0.5x0.5m AL Blu, sp WA w* HP Elrua:?lz-vlf:rf:d clump, stems of pale sky
Orthrosanthus multiflorus Morning iris 0.6 x0.5m BLZ Blu, sp WA ** HP  Grassy-leafed clump, stems of sky blue flowers
: . . Green strappy foliage, three-petalled
- *%

Thysanotus multiflorus Many-flowered fringe lily 0.5x0.5m ALMZ Prpl, sp/su WA HP purple flowers
Tulbaghia violacea ‘Silver Lace’  Variegated society garlic 0.3x0.4m B Lilac-pnk, sp-su E ** HP Silver-grey and cream foliage, aromatic,

lilac flowers

12
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A note on mulch

Mulch is any material that is
spread over a garden to help
reduce weed growth, retain
moisture, provide a cool root run
for plants and add humus or topsoil
for plant nutrients.

There are many types of mulch to
purchase or you can make your
own. Large-particle vegetative
mulch is preferred, especially if
made from native species as it
allows water to penetrate and
doesn't break down as quickly as
fine mulch. Mulches containing
peat or fine particles are not
suitable as they retain moisture
on the surface of the soil, which
can promote surface rooting and
subsequent reliance on irrigation.
Some commercial mulches have
extra nutrients added, so check
that these are suited to your
plants.

If you prefer not to use mulch,
there are other ways of reducing
the need for irrigation, e.g. ground
covers. Ground covers can be
thickly planted to provide a barrier
against weeds and to offer a

cool root run for all the plants.
Ground covers have the benefit of
producing flowers and attracting
fauna to your garden.

A note on irrigation

When striving to be waterwise,

it is preferable to avoid reticulation
altogether. However to establish
plants and to maintain them in the
best of health some irrigation may
be needed. Make sure you design
your reticulation to match your
plants’ needs and avoid waste. A
nursery or reticulation specialist
can give you advice.

Want more information?

Phone the Town on 9311 8111,
visit the Administration Centre at
99 Shepperton Road Victoria Park,
or see our website at
victoriapark.wa.gov.au

The following websites provide
great information on waterwise
gardening:

watercorporation.com.au
greatgardens.info
beyondgardens.com.au
plantsman.com.au

Specialist native plant nurseries
grow plants local to the Victoria
Park area. Local soils of the area
are known as Central Coastal Plain
soils or Bassendean Sand Plain
soils. Further information soil
types and their associated plant
life is available from
fertilisewise.com.au

14
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Town of Victoria Park
Administration Centre
99 Shepperton Road, Victoria Park
9311 8111
admin@vicpark.wa.gov.au
victoriapark.wa.gov.au

This information is available in an alternative format
to people with a disability on request 9311 8132



